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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 24 
January 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 24 January 2006 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

The present amendments to the claims have been entered and 
finality of the previous office action withdrawn due to the 
timely submission of an RCE. As stated in the Advisory Action 
mailed 30 March 2006, Applicant's present arguments are based on 
the present amendments to the claims, and not the claims as 
recited prior to the previous office action, dated 15 September 
2005 and mailed 27 September 2005. New grounds of rejection are 
therefore set forth below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, 
more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States . 

4. Claims 3-7, 10-15 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rourke (US Patent 
5,995,721) . 

Regarding claim 7: Rourke discloses receiving a print file 
from a remote location and storing the print file, while not 
automatically printing the print file (figure 8(92-98) and 
column 9, lines 39-47 of Rourke) ; distributing at least the 
metadata of each received print file to all of said plurality of 
printers (figure 12 and column 12, line 62 to column 13, line 10 
of Rourke) ; each of said plurality of printers making each print 
file available for selection and printing, through respective 
local operating units of said plurality of printers (column 9, 
line 66 to column 10, line 9 of Rourke) , but not printing any 
print files without an explicit command from the printer (column 
9, lines 58-65 of Rourke) ; and storing, in each printer, infor- 
mation on capabilities and status of connected printers (figure 
7 and column 9, lines 9-13 of Rourke) , wherein each of said 
plurality of printers performs the steps of: automatically 
analysing each print file metadata as to printer capabilities 
necessary for printing the print file (column 10, lines 19-28 of 
Rourke) ; automatically checking if that printer can print the 
print file in accordance with the settings included in the meta- 
data (column 10, lines 19-28 of Rourke) ; and upon receiving from 
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the local operating unit a selection and an associated print 
start command for a print file (column 10, lines 28-31 of 
Rourke) : if the printer cannot print the print file in accor- 
dance with the settings, automatically advising, through a 
display of the local operating unit, of at least one other 
printer that can print said print file in accordance with the 
settings, but not issuing a print command to said other printers 
(column 10, lines 55-65 of Rourke) ; and if the printer can print 
the print file in accordance with the settings, starting print- 
ing the file (column 10, lines 30-35 and lines 47-50 of Rourke) . 

Regarding claim 3: Rourke discloses that advice is given 
.if another printer having said capabilities needed for process- 
ing said job is available (column 10, lines 30-35 and lines 55- 
63 of Rourke) . 

Regarding claim 4: Rourke discloses that, if more than one 
other printer can process the job, the advice indicates the one 
other printer (column 7, lines 7-11 and column 10, lines 28-35 
of Rourke) on the basis of the walking distance from the first 
printer (column 10, lines 40-45 of Rourke) . 

Regarding claim 5: Rourke discloses that, if more than one 
other printer can process the job, the advice indicates the one 
other printer (column 7, lines 7-11 and column 10, lines 28-35 
of Rourke) on the basis of the degree of occupation (column 10, 
lines 40-47 of Rourke) . One reason an available processor would 
have an unacceptable processing speed (column 10, lines 40-47 of 
Rourke) is if the available processor is overly occupied. 

Regarding claim 6: Rourke discloses that said advising has 
the form of a message on the display of said printer (column 7, 
lines 7-9 and column 10, lines 34-40 of Rourke) . 
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Regarding claim 10: Rourke discloses that the network 
system further includes a plurality of scanners (column 7, lines 
2-5 of Rourke), each of said scanners having a local operating 
unit provided with operating means and a display (column 7 , 
lines 7-11 of Rourke) , and each of the scanners being capable of 
generating a print file to be printed by the plurality of 
printers (column 7, lines 2-14 of Rourke), the method further 
comprising the steps of storing, in each scanner, information on 
capabilities and status of connected scanners (column 7, lines 
15-31 of Rourke) ; and locally initiating a scan job through the 
local operating unit of a first scanner (column 7, lines 7-14 of 
Rourke), said scan job including scan job settings (column 7, 
lines 22-28 of Rourke) . The scanners are a part of the overall 
printing system at each client location (column 7, lines 2-14 of 
Rourke) which scan in the documents used for a print job, which 
have particular attributes (column 7, lines 15-31 of Rourke) . 

Rourke discloses that the first scanner performs the steps 
of automatically analysing said scan job as to scanner capabili- 
ties necessary for processing the scan job in accordance with 
the scan job settings of the job (column 10, lines 19-28 of 
Rourke) ; automatically checking if said first scanner can 
process the scan job in accordance with said scan job settings 
(column 10, lines 19-28 of Rourke) ; and if the first scanner 
cannot process the scan job in accordance with said scan job 
settings, automatically advising, through a display of the local 
operating unit, of at least one other scanner that can process 
the scan job in accordance with the scan job settings of the job 
(column 10, lines 55-65 of Rourke) ; and if the first scanner can 
process the scan job in accordance with the scan job settings, 
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starts processing the job (column 10, lines 30-35 and lines 47- 
50 of Rourke) . 

Regarding claim 11: Rourke discloses a printer for print- 
ing digital print files, for use in a network system including a 
plurality of printers (figure 2 and column 7, lines 15-31 of 
Rourke), each of said printers comprising: a network connection 
unit (figure 1(27) of Rourke) for communicating with the system 
(column 7, lines 11-14 of Rourke) and for receiving print files 
having preprogrammed settings, each print file comprising meta- 
data specifying job information and print image data (column 7, 
lines 15-28 of Rourke); a print unit (figure 2(12-1) and column 
6, lines 60-64 of Rourke); an operating unit (figure 2 (12-1 (CPU 
inherently part of print unit) ) of Rourke) provided with operat- 
ing means and a display (column 7, lines 15-20 of Rourke) ; a 
control unit (figure 2(15-1) of Rourke) including a maintaining 
mechanism for maintaining information on capabilities and status 
of connected printers (figure 7 and column 9, lines 9-13 of 
Rourke) ; an analysing mechanism for analysing a received print 
file as to printer capabilities necessary for printing, the print 
file in accordance with the preprogrammed settings of the print 
file (column 8, lines 19-25 of Rourke) ; a checking mechanism for 
checking if the printer can print the print file in accordance 
with said preprogrammed settings (column 10, lines 19-26 of 
Rourke) ; and an advising mechanism for advising, in the case 
that the printer cannot print the print file, of at least one 
other printer that has the capabilities needed for printing said 
print file in accordance with said preprogrammed settings, but 
not issuing a print command to said other printers (column 10, 
lines 55-65 of Rourke) ; an extracting module for extracting at 
least part of the metadata of a received print file and storing 
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the same in a local memory dedicated to the control unit (column 
10, lines 30-35 and lines 55-59 of Rourke) ; and a storing module 
(inherent computer memory in print unit) for storing the print 
image data of said received print file in a logical storage 
space allocated to said user (column 10, lines 47-50 and lines 
59-63 of Rourke), wherein said control unit further includes: a 
print file selection mechanism for presenting print files, based 
on the metadata extracted by the extracting module, that can be 
selected via the operating means (column 10, lines 50-59 of 
Rourke) ; and a print file releasing mechanism for releasing a 
print file for printing by the print unit only after selection 
of that print file and an associated print command entered via 
the operating means (column 10, lines 59-65 of Rourke) ; wherein 
the control unit operates said advising mechanism upon selection 
of a print file, if the printer cannot print the print file in 
accordance with its preprogrammed settings (column 10, lines 40- 
54 of Rourke) . The analysing mechanism, checking mechanism, 
advising mechanism, extracting module, print file selection 
mechanism, and print file releasing mechanism are all portions 
of software that is physically embodied as encoded software on a 
computer-readable medium that is executed by a CPU. 

Regarding claim 12: Rourke discloses that said control 
unit decides if a printer can print a specific print file on the 
bases of whether the printer has the capabilities necessary for 
printing the print file (column 11, lines 6-11 of Rourke) . 

Regarding claim 13: Rourke discloses that said control 
unit gives the advice if another printer having said capabili- 
ties needed for printing said print file is available (column 
10, lines 30-35 and lines 55-63 of Rourke) . 
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Regarding claim 14 : Rourke discloses that the information 
on capabilities and status of connected printers, maintained in 
each printer, includes the physical locations of said printers 
(column 8, lines 21-25 and column 10, lines 40-45 of Rourke) , 
and that, if more than one other printer can print the file, the 
control unit advises one other printer (column 7, lines 7-11 and 
column 10, lines 28-35 of Rourke) on the basis of the walking 
distance from the first printer (column 10, lines 40-45 of 
Rourke) . 

Regarding claim 15: Rourke discloses that, if more than 
one other printer can print the file, the control unit advises 
one other printer (column 7, lines 7-11 and column 10, lines 28- 
35 of Rourke) on the basis of the degree of occupation (column 
10, lines 40-47 of Rourke) . One reason an available processor 
would have an unacceptable processing speed (column 10, lines 
40-47 of Rourke) is if the available processor is overly 
occupied. 

Regarding claim 17: Rourke discloses a metadata exchange 
module for exchanging metadata of print files directly or 
indirectly with another printer, wherein said control unit is 
operable to receive metadata from said metadata exchange module 
(column 8, lines 16-25 of Rourke) . 

Regarding claim 18: Rourke discloses' that the network 
system further includes a plurality of scanners for processing 
digital scan jobs (column 7, lines 2-5 of Rourke) , each of said 
plurality of scanners comprising: a network connection unit 
(figure 1(27) of Rourke) for communicating with the network 
system (column 7, lines 11-14 of Rourke); a scan unit (column 7, 
lines 2-5 of Rourke); an operating unit (figure 2 (12-1 (CPU 
inherently part of print unit) ) of Rourke) provided with operat- 
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ing means and a display for entering a scan job command with 
scan job settings (column 7, lines 15-20 of Rourke) ; a control 
unit (figure 2(15-1) of Rourke) including a maintaining mechan- 
ism for maintaining information on capabilities and status of 
connected scanners (figure 7 and column 9, lines 9-13 of 
Rourke) / an analysing mechanism for analysing an entered scan 
job command as to scanner capabilities necessary for processing 
the scan job in accordance with the scan job settings of the 
scan job (column 8, lines 19-25 of Rourke) ; a checking mechanism 
for checking if the scanner can process the scan job in accord- 
ance with said scan job settings (column 10, lines 19-26 of 
Rourke) ; and an advising mechanism for advising, in the case 
that the scanner cannot process the scan job, of at least one 
other scanner that has the capabilities needed for processing 
said scan job in accordance with said scan job settings (column 
10, lines 55-65 of Rourke) . .The maintaining mechanism, analys- 
ing mechanism, checking mechanism, and advising mechanism are 
all portions of software that is physically embodied as encoded 
software on a computer-readable medium that is executed by a 
CPU. Furthermore, the scanners are a part of the overall print- 
ing system at each client location (column 7, lines 2-14 of 
Rourke) which scan in the documents used for a print job, which 
have particular attributes (column 7, lines 15-31 of Rourke) . 
Therefore, the operations performed for the overall print job 
include the operations required for scanning in the documents, 
and thus for a scan job. 

Regarding claim 19: Rourke discloses that said control 
unit decides if a scanner can process a specific scan job on the 
bases of whether the scanner has the capabilities necessary for 
processing the scan job (column 11, lines 6-11 of Rourke) . 
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Regarding claim 20: Rourke discloses that said control 
unit gives the advice if another scanner having said 
capabilities needed for processing said scan job is available 
(column 10, lines 30-35 and lines 55-63 of Rourke) . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to James A. 
Thompson whose telephone number is 571-272-7441, The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8 : 30AM-5 : 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David K. Moore can be 
reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

James A. Thompson 
Examiner 

Technology Division 2625 



02 June 2006 





